July 31, 2009

Godspeed and Farewell to Gabriel Borlean at the 11:00 a.m. service

He and his wife Inge will move to Denmark in August.

Friday Reading

Based on the Gospel Reading for Sunday, Matthew 7:15-23

Do the Hare Krishna and Mormons stand out in the crowd? Even from a block away the saffron colored robes or the stereotypical white shirts, dark pants, traveling in pairs, are easily identifiable. False prophets are pretty easy to recognize, that is, if Jesus were talking about those outside the Church or about their clothes. But He is not; He speaks a more troubling word: false prophets in the Church.

The Church must always be alert for false prophets. There are those who look like members of the Church; they act like Christians and they talk like Christians. It might be by an intellectual ability or success as a teacher or preacher that will bring him power, influence and notoriety—ambitions set by the world and not by service to Christ and His Church. “Don’t judge,” they will remind Christians, lulling them into a cloak of dark piety. By this they succeed in seducing many from the right way, and they themselves may be ignorant of the work.

Sometimes false prophets bear bad fruit right away. Gatherings that preach hatred. Christian Identity, a sect that interprets Genesis to mean that Jews are descendants of the devil, and its most prominent movement, the KKK, that uses the OT to perpetuate its hatred against other minorities. Virulent violent hatred is a bad fruit. The vine produces grapes and grapes wine, and someone will taste the wine and find out that there are bad grapes. The bad tree is eventually cut down and cast into the fire. All of its display proves ultimately to be of no use. Jesus plants a holy fear in our hearts by what will happen to those kind of trees.

Many people today find it difficult to determine what is truth. Confidence in speaking the truth? Today? “It is how I see things.” Maybe the inability to find the truth is a way of evading the conscience that clamors inside. Those who desire the lie will be deceived by it.

To deal with error and to confront religious lies circulating in the institutional church today, as people standing in the Light of Christ, we must first overcome the idea that to speak up against what is wrong is somehow unChristian. Have we become afraid of the words prejudiced and biased and intolerant and discrimination? In some areas of life they are wrong, but what is wrong with being prejudiced against evil and ably equipped to discriminate between right and wrong, truth and error? Why not expose the would-be deceivers who are not of the Lord? Jesus is not saying chop down the trees to examine the sap; He is saying examine the fruit.

To deal with error and to confront lies, we must learn that we cannot handle false teachers with only a Sunday school background. Often we are confronted by well-educated and knowledgeable people that use a variety of tactics to intimidate and to seduce.

My prayer for the Church and our congregation is that God will help us to put aside the milk of Sunday school and head for the meat – study the Word – a Word that is life-giving, guiding, and sustaining. Of all the things in life of which to be ashamed, let it not be Jesus and His Word.

Prayers

Collect for Trinity 8

Grant to us, Lord, the Spirit to think and do always such things as are right, that we, who cannot do anything that is good without You, may be enabled by You to live according to Your will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
For Consolation

Almighty God, Father of all mercies and Giver of all comfort; grant that in all our grief and sorrow we may turn to You; and because our need is beyond the help of man, grant us the peace of Your consolation and the strength of Your love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

For Our Home

Almighty God, who is the Author of goodness, look down in mercy upon this household and upon the families that are gathered around Your Word, and bless them with Your favor. Save and defend us in all dangers and adversities, give us all things that are needful for our souls and bodies, and bring us safely to Your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

Sunday Preparation

The Eighth Sunday after Holy Trinity

Hymn of Invocation: LSB 614, “As Surely as I Live,” God Said”

Hymn of the Day: LSb 587, “I Know My Faith Is Founded”

Distribution Hymn: LSb 738, “Lord of All Hopefulness”

Old Testament Reading, Jeremiah 23:16-29

16Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the Lord. 17They say continually to those who despise the word of the Lord, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.’ “18For who among them has stood in the council of the Lord to see and to hear His word, or who has paid attention to His word and listened? 

19Behold, the storm of the Lord! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling tempest; it will burst upon the head of the wicked. 20The anger of the Lord will not turn back until He has executed and accomplished the intents of His heart. In the latter days you will understand it clearly. 21“I did not send the prophets, yet they ran; I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied. 22But if they had stood in My council, then they would have proclaimed My words to My people, and they would have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of their deeds. 

23Am I a God at hand, declares the Lord, and not a God afar off? 24Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him?” declares the Lord. “Do I not fill heaven and earth? “declares the Lord. 25 “I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in My name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 26How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, 27who think to make My people forget My name by their dreams that they tell one another, even as their fathers forgot My name for Baal? 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has My word speak My word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat?” declares the Lord. 29“Is not My word like fire,” declares the Lord, “and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces? “

· What prerogative do I have to change your last will and testament? What right do I have to alter what you spoke to your friend, your employer, your spouse? Who has the authority change, add to, or subtract from God’s Word? How will revisions and alterations misrepresent God?

· God spoke: He created. God spoke: He promised deliverance from Egypt. God spoke: He promised rescue from Babylon. With words He gave hope and comfort. How is the hope and peace of the believer attacked when God’s Word is changed?

· Clerks and tellers and cashiers are trained to recognize false currency by studying the genuine government-issued currency. How then are we equipped to recognize when the Word of God is altered in any way?

Epistle, Romans 8:12-17

12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him. 

· The flesh summarizes all that is contrary to the Spirit of God; Paul is not condemning our created bodies. What are those practices of the flesh that we must not serve and obligate ourselves to?

· Since we strive to avoid the snares and enticements of the spirits of this world, we strive to be led by the Spirit? How do we know that we are being guided by the Spirit?

· Enduring suffering probably is not the first item on our lists when we think of our relationship with God the Father through our Lord Jesus Christ. However, enduring suffering is characteristic of our lives as God’s children. What does enduring sufferings in this life demonstrate about our trust in the Father?

Holy Gospel, Matthew 7:15-23

 [Our Lord said:] 15“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.” 

21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. 22On that day many will say to Me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and cast out demons in Your name, and do many mighty works in Your name?’ 23And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you workers of lawlessness.’” 
· This paragraph comes nearly at the end of the sermon of the mount; our Lord here summarizes what He has noted about false teachers and their fruits. It also provides a way to see Jesus’ ministry as the Good Fruit in contrast to the bad fruit of others. The tree of wisdom is proved good by her fruit.

· Why should we distinguish between the false and the genuine? In order to make this distinction, with what must we be intimately acquainted?

· God is love, but love for His people means warning them about what is destructive, wicked, and harmful; He is just and therefore for the sake of His name judges justly. It is a simple question in the end: Will good deeds done for Jesus save you? Genuine faith does not rest on one’s works and faith; it rests on _____ works and faithfulness. Read the parable beginning in Matthew 7:24ff. To have an enduring hope, especially in the midst of sufferings, on what will we build?

Announcements

Sun, 8/2

· LSF Bible study is on hiatus

Mon-Fri, 8/3-7

· Vacation Bible School with Program and Picnic on Friday 8/7

Tue, 8/4

· No Board of Stewardship

· No Board of Christian Education Meeting

Wed, 8/5

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: The Council of Chalcedon

Thu, 8/6

· 4:45 p.m., Children’s Choir - summer recess

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir - summer recess

Sun, 8/9, 9th Sun. after Holy Trinity Sunday
· 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (II Samuel 22:26-34; I Corinthians 10:6-13; Luke 16:1-13)

· after 2nd service, Vicar Solum’s Farewell
God’s Stewards. The service of the congregation members, who are all of the royal priesthood, enables us to “attain to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13-14). This signifies that the Christian service and the fullness of our labor do not reach their completion and perfection in this age. Our service has what is named an eschatological element, which means that only in the perfection of the new creation will this priesthood of all believers be realized fully both with respect to its priestly and royal significance (Revelation 5:10; 7:15; 20:6; 22:3f.).

Missions. Good news from Tim and Heidi Norton in Guinea (western Africa). "'Consider it pure joy, my brothers whenever you face trials of many kinds,' (James 1:2). How difficult it is in our flesh to put these words into practice! Yet we have had opportunities to do just that in the last month. We thank God even for these trials as they are opportunities for us to develop perseverance. We offered to help with logistics for an evangelism program at the Guinea/Mali border. We planned on showing the Jesus film at two villages, three nights at each one. We spent three nights in the first village and it went extremely well. The village chief came and said although he wasn't going to become a follower of Jesus, if we spent a month or so there, then it was likely that many others would. There is one man there who does believe but has paid a heavy price for his faith. We stayed at his house and he was overflowing with joy to have a chance to fellowship with other believers. We went to a second village eight kilometers away and planned also to spend three nights there. The first night went by without a hitch, but as we were getting ready to get started on the second night, the village chief asked us to 'stop the work you're doing.' Since we weren't there to create arguments or force our faith on anyone, we obliged. It was, however, very discouraging to everyone involved. One of the pastors from the Malian church really wanted to try for another village, but the others dissuaded him, since in this area a lot of preparation needs to take place before evangelism (especially large group evangelism) can take place. The frustrating thing of course was we had arranged in advance in this village, and we had been well received, even for the first night, but in the end we were rejected. We continue to persevere. With the Holy Spirit's help, we are able to count these trials as joy, but God has more than one way of encouraging His children. We've been very encouraged by the progress of God's Mission in village 'M.G.' An elder in this village has had many positive contacts with Christians (he was healed from leprosy by Catholics in Mali) and has been very receptive to the Gospel. We visited him two times this past month, and had many fruitful conversations. While there is still much work to be done, the groundwork is being laid for not only this man's family but for many in the village to 'cross over from death to life' (John. 5:24)."

Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, Jeremiah 23:16-29

· What prerogative do I have to change your last will and testament? No right. What right do I have to alter what you spoke to your friend, your employer, your spouse? No authority. Who has the authority change, add to, or subtract from God’s Word? No one. Jesus did not come to set aside the Father’s Word; He came to fulfill it so that we might be heirs of all that God’s Word has promised. How will revisions and alterations misrepresent God? Words disclose will and purpose and character; to alter God’s word therefore changes how people will perceive His character and will. If you change the words of Jesus at the Supper, how will you be certain of what you receive? 

· God spoke: He created. God spoke: He promised deliverance from Egypt. God spoke: He promised rescue from Babylon. With words He gave hope and comfort. How is the hope and peace of the believer attacked when God’s Word is changed? The hope promised has been changed into a hope longed for by the one who changed the word; will that person have the power and authority to uphold the changed word or be responsible to those who set their hopes on that changed word? If the hope is changed, in what direction will you head?

· Clerks and tellers and cashiers are trained to recognize false currency by studying the genuine government-issued currency. How then are we equipped to recognize when the Word of God is altered in any way? We must be thoroughly equipped with all the words of the Scriptures, for they are able to equip us for godly teaching and living, correction and exhortation.
Epistle, Romans 8:12-17

· The flesh summarizes all that is contrary to the Spirit of God; Paul is not condemning our created bodies. What are those practices of the flesh that we must not serve and obligate ourselves to? Division and factions, greed and selfishness, pleasures of the body and wandering eyes, pride and arrogance, etc.
· Since we strive to avoid the snares and enticements of the spirits of this world, we strive to be led by the Spirit. How do we know that we are being guided by the Spirit? We are guided to where the Father shows us Jesus and the fruit of the Spirit is testimony to whom we are connected. He is the vine and we are the branches; if we are not bound to Him, we are dead and cannot bear fruit.

· Enduring suffering probably is not the first item on our lists when we think of our relationship with God the Father through our Lord Jesus Christ. However, enduring suffering is characteristic of our lives as God’s children. What does enduring sufferings in this life demonstrate about our trust in the Father? It is in the pattern of Jesus’ faithfulness, to trust the Father when the road is in fact dark ahead, even when pain looms ahead and death draws near – as it did for Jesus. Yet He endured because of the Father’s promise. Enduring shows trust in the Father’s faithfulness.

Holy Gospel, Matthew 7:15-23

· This paragraph comes nearly at the end of the sermon of the mount; our Lord here summarizes what He has noted about false teachers and their fruits. It also provides a way to see Jesus’ ministry as the Good Fruit in contrast to the bad fruit of others. The tree of wisdom is proved good by her fruit.

· Why should we distinguish between the false and the genuine? Why distinguish between poison and that which gives and heals life? The false maims, injures, disappoints and leads to death. In order to make this distinction, with what must we be intimately acquainted? We must know what the truth sounds like, tastes like, smells like, feels like, etc. We must in every way be acquainted with the Scriptures inside and out.

· God is love, but love for His people means warning them about what is destructive, wicked, and harmful; He is just and therefore for the sake of His name judges justly. It is a simple question in the end: Will good deeds done for Jesus save you? No. Genuine faith does not rest on one’s works and faith; it rests on Jesus’ works and faithfulness. Read the parable beginning in Matthew 7:24ff. To have an enduring hope, especially in the midst of sufferings, on what will we build? The righteousness of Jesus that exceeds the righteousness of the Pharisees and that holds fast to all the Father’s words, even to His own death on the cross. His faithfulness makes Him our high priest and mediator before God.









